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Throughout the process of preparing the Bath
Township Comprehensive Plan, The Bath
Township Design Guidelines and this Manage-
ment Plan, a recurring theme has been made
clear by the residents of Bath;  that they place
high priority on the protection of trees and the
rural landscape. Indeed, this is a challenge
facing all municipalities that are threatened by
increased property development pressures,
increased traffic demands and urbanization.

In order to make recommendations of appropri-
ate improvements to the landscape image of the
Heritage Corridors, an analysis needs to be
made of typical landscape characteristics of
each of the Corridor roads. The physical de-
scription section of this report provides a brief
description of these characteristics as they exist
on each road, and this section examines more
closely, and in graphic format, how specific
elements of this character can be protected and
enhanced. Section H of the Bath Township
Design Guidelines provides some general
principles, which apply to landscape design
goals, that are helpful to understanding the role
landscaping plays in the image of the township.
However, these goals do not provide specifics in
terms of landscaping recommendations and
focus more on development considerations
rather than preservation of the natural landscape
that already exists.

The protection of existing landscape features
along the Heritage Corridors is the single most
important factor in protecting the rural character
of the Byways for future generations. In “Aes-
thetics, Community Character, and the Law,” by
Christopher J. Duerksen and R. Matthew
Goebel, they state that “Indeed, protecting trees,

woodlands, and vegetation through municipal
ordinances is one of the fastest growing areas of
land-use law, and local governments are enact-
ing increasingly strict and sophisticated regula-
tions.” It goes on to say that “ While courts in
tree preservation cases and most other areas of
land-use law have been very favorable to local
governments in upholding rather broad review
standards, fairness and regulatory efficiency
dictate that local ordinances contain clear
standards that result in predictable decisions by
staff and review commissions and that limit
administrative discretion.” Toward this end, the
existing landscape ordinances of the township
could go further in both the requirements to
document existing plant materials on site plans
and to require the protection of existing plant-
ings during construction. In Section 301-5 of the
Bath Township Zoning Resolution, site plans
are required only to show the location and type
of existing trees on a site with a diameter of six
inches (6”) or more measured at four and a half feet
(4-1/2’) above grade. This requirement would
exclude many sapling trees in woodlots that could
have an important impact on the landscape image of
the site, and further excludes masses of vegetation,
such as indigenous shrubs, that are typical through-
out the township and critical to its landscape image.
Furthermore, site plan review is not required for
single or two-family dwellings.

Elsewhere in the Zoning Resolution,  in Section
701-1,  application for landscaping requirements
focuses more on new landscape requirements
giving very little attention to the preservation of
existing plantings. Such vagueness in the re-
quirements for the documentation and protec-
tion of existing landscaping on a site can only
lead to a presumption by developers and  private
citizens alike,  that it is unimportant and ex-
pendable. The Natural Resource Protection
Study, completed in 1999 by the Davey Re-
source Group, calls for A Tree Protection Reso-
lution, which would “provide the basis for tree
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management and preservation strategy.”  It further
states that “The components of a tree preservation
resolution should include provisions for protecting
the remaining forest by requiring tree evaluation and
protection during site design review; and for mitiga-
tion of lost canopy cover on development sites.
The resolution could also make provisions for the
protection of the remaining mature forest stands by
requiring their evaluation and preservation during
site design review.”

It would seem to be in the best interests of Bath,
in efforts to preserve the rural character as a
stated goal, to adopt such legislation quickly.

The Natural Resource Protection Study is a
valuable document which reinforces the goals of
the Heritage Corridor Management Plan by
providing an excellent documentation and
evaluation of the natural features of the town-
ship landscape. The Riparian Corridor Overlay
District and the encouragement of Open Space
Residential Subdivisions, which were drafted
from recommendations of the Comprehensive
Plan, provide an excellent incentive for the
protection of the natural environment of Bath.
In addition, The Natural Resource Protection
Study provides excellent data concerning the
value of the natural landscape as well as recom-
mendations as to how it should be protected.
Among other interesting facts, it concludes that
40% of Bath is wooded and the report provides
significant rational, both environmental and
economic,  for the protection of woodlands.
Environmental reasons include the preservation
of habitat for wildlife and  protection of the land
from erosion while economic and aesthetic
reasons include providing scale and texture to
developed landscapes and contributions to real
estate values. Perhaps less measurable, but very
clear in terms of comments from residents with
regard to what is valuable in Bath, is the ways
that trees contribute to pride in the community
and a desirable community image. This document

should be routinely referenced by the Board of
Zoning Appeals and the Appearance Review
Commission in assessing the appropriateness of any
development.

Design Goals

There are a number of design principles which
should be considered when advancing  the goal
of preserving and enhancing the landscape
character of the corridors. These address not
only the use of appropriate plant materials, but
also methods of plant material preservation and
use in design. Also of importance is the design
of signage, fencing, walls, lighting and street
furniture.

1. Preservation of open spaces and distant
views within the township is critical to the
visual quality of the community. As land values
increase in the township, developers and private
property owners are becoming more creative in
accessing and building on properties which
might previously have been ignored.

Homes are being built into steep hillsides as more easily accessed land
is being used up.
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These trends will likely continue and will have an
impact on the fragmentation of open space and
destruction of views. This in turn will impact wildlife
habitat and biodiversity in the township which, once
altered, is extremely difficult to correct.

2. Every development site, whether for a
single family residence or commercial property,
should be carefully assessed in terms of envi-
ronmental features and the impact a develop-
ment will have on those features. Included
should be slopes, vegetative cover (particularly
mature trees and wooded areas), wetlands,
streams, ponds, vernal pools, views and unique-
ness of habitat. Developments should be re-
quired to make  every effort  to protect  unique
features and to enhance  a development site in
the context of its surroundings.

3.  Avoid dramatic alterations to the natural
topography of a site. One of the most unique
qualities of the Heritage Corridors is the topo-
graphic diversity that occurs on almost every
road. When the natural appearance of the
topography of a site is ignored, it affects the
visual appearance of surrounding lands as well.
Proportion and scale are important consider-
ations in site grading. Mounds that are too large
or steep will result in an unnatural image.
Native plantings used in combination with
subtle mounds can be very effective in adding
interest and privacy to sites.

4. Preserve woodlots and existing groves of
trees which are valuable for wildlife and  soften
the impact of development. In some cases it
may be appropriate to clear underbrush and
partially thin trees in a woodlot while in others
it may be better to leave some of the scrubby
vegetation that typically occurs at the edge of a
woodlot. This vegetation at the edge is impor-
tant as wildlife cover and helps to protect the
interior of a woodlot.

The trees and vegetation in woodlots are valuable resources for wildlife
and can soften the impact of development.

5. Avoid formal landscape solutions for
both streetscapes and individual properties, even
in commercial development areas. Trees should
be planted randomly with trees in the public
right-of-way complementing those planted on
private property. Traditional streetscape solu-
tions such as uniform alignment and variety of
trees, use of tree grates and guards and/or
concrete planters, bollards, etc. should be
avoided.

6. Utilize large, long-lived shade trees as
the backbone of the landscape. Restoring the
tree canopy that has been lost, particularly along
Cleveland-Massillon Road, is critical to enhanc-
ing the rural character of the corridors. This
process will take time and will probably be done
in phases. Providing incentives to private
property owners to plant trees would be helpful.

7. Develop streetscape plans for each of the
original hamlets of Ghent, Hammond's Corners
and Bath Center. Each plan should include
recommended improvements that can be made
to private properties in the area that will compli-
ment improvements in the public right-of-way.
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8. Provide naturalistic plantings of trees,
shrubs, grasses and perennials at entrances and
along street frontage of township parks.

9. Promote the use of traditional fence and
wall designs throughout the township.

Traditional fences and walls found along the Heritage Corridors.

For fences, use split rail, stacked rail paddock
fence, Connecticut or Kentucky style post and
rail, or other traditional pasture fencing for open
fields and pastures. In front of buildings use low
picket fences or low, dry-stack stone walls.
Avoid synthetic stone, precast concrete modular
walls or railroad tie walls and planters.

10. The township should form a working
partnership with the utility companies, ODOT
and county road crews in establishing landscape
maintenance guidelines which compliment the
goals of the Management Plan. Proper pruning
of trees and minimizing mowing practices on
roadsides are two areas which have a significant
impact on the rural character of the Corridors.
These groups also will need to be consulted in
terms of efforts to plant native shrubs and
wildflowers along the roadsides.

 

Native shrubs and wildflowers along the road’s edge enhance the rural
character of the Heritage Corridors.

11. Areas along the roads where there are
views into ravines and gullies should be en-
hanced by the planting of native trees, shrubs
and wildflowers for seasonal interest and also to
restore some of the biodiversity of these areas
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that have been lost over time. Selective thinning of
vegetation to enhance views into the riparian
corridors and the removal of invasive plant
species, such as grapevine and Japanese Knot-
weed, would also be helpful.

12.  Retention ponds required for storm
drainage control should  be designed as natural-
ized amenities. They should hold water at all
times and have native vegetation planted at the
edges that provides wildlife cover and food.
Maintenance procedures should avoid mowing
of the edges of ponds. After the pond edge
plantings are established, it would be best to
allow the vegetation to develop through natural
succession.

13.  Continue and expand the tradition of
planting daylilies on private properties along the
roadside throughout the township. Expand the
program by encouraging the planting of other
native plants such as Ironweed, Phlox, Joe-Pye
Weed, Coneflower, and others (see plant list).

14. The township should be an active par-
ticipant in the process of planning and designing
roadway improvements.  One way to have
comprehensive input into the final design would
be to bring together multi-disciplinary design
teams including engineers, landscape architects,
urban planners and historic preservationists to
meet with the county engineering team in the
initial stages of developing plans.  This will
facilitate making changes and also help in the
process of reaching a community consensus.
The township should also be involved in the
plans for grading, landscape disruption and
landscape restoration that goes with the road-
way improvements to ensure that they are
compatible with the existing landscape charac-
ter of the area.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF TYPICAL
ROADWAY CONDITIONS

The following illustrations are intended to
depict various typical landscape conditions
found along the Heritage Corridors and sug-
gested solutions that may be incorporated in
furthering the goals of the Management Plan.
Such conditions as steeply rising banks, gentle
banks, heavily wooded slopes, low wet areas,
etc. are illustrated. While these illustrations are
not comprehensive in that they only cover
typical conditions, they are intended to provide
a clear framework for consideration of home-
owners, developers and township review per-
sonnel.
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Native Redbud (Cercis canadensis) along edge of Ira Road.

The Natural Resource Protection Study referenced
earlier identifies and maps various types of vegeta-
tion cover in the township. At their most basic level
these are categorized as forest, wetlands, succes-
sional fields (agricultural land which has reverted to
woody vegetation), old fields, and agricultural lands
which includes horse farms. To these categories
should be added fencerows, which includes vegeta-
tion growing along a fence or edge of a field or
yard. Fencerows are common to the township and
important to its rural character. The report also
outlines subcategories of these vegetation
associations which outlines various successional
stages of development for the particular cat-
egory. To simplify the interpretation for the
Management Plan, the initial categories will
suffice.
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The early stages of a fencerow.

Mature fence rows provide buffers and separation in developments.

The reason for analyzing the various types of
vegetation associations is to clarify their impor-
tance to the overall visual and environmental
character of the township and to recognize that
they can be duplicated or enhanced, particularly
when they are damaged by development. Recog-
nizing this fact is critical to preserving the
continuity of the landscape image in the town-
ship.

 It is also important to recognize the value in
preserving  the existing natural landscape and
allowing it to improve through natural succes-
sion.
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Recommended Indigenous Plant Material

The following is a partial list of recommended
plant materials (trees, shrubs, perennials,
grasses and wildflowers) and a brief description
of their habit and design characteristics. The list
stresses the use of native plants that fit the
existing rural landscape.

Iron Weed (Veronia noveboracensis) grows along Ira Road accross from
Old Trail School.

Smooth Hydrangea (Hydrangea arborescens) grows along Cleveland-Massillon Road south of Bath Center.

Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium fistulosum) grows in the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park.
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Plant 

Type

Scientific 

Name

Common 

Name

Physical Description

grasses Andropogon 

gerardii

Big Bluestem 3'-7' native grass,  good wildlife cover.

grasses Boutelova 

curtipendula

Sideoats 

Grama

2' native grass, roadsides and fields.

grasses Schizachyrium 

scoparium

Little Bluestem 1 1/2'-5' native grass, old fields, 
roadsides, wildlife food and cover.

grasses Sorghastrum 

nutans

Indian Grass 9' native grass, fields, roadsides, good 
wildlife food and cover.

grasses Panicum 

virgatum

Swith Grass 6' native grass, fields, banks, wildlife 
food.

perennial Aster novae-

angliae

New England 

Aster

2-6’, fields and roadsides, bright 
purple late summer flower.

perennial Caltha palustris Marsh 

Marigold

1-2’, swamps & wet woods, early 
bright yellow flower, browsing for 
wildlife.

perennial Echinacea 

purpurea

Purple 

Coneflower

2'-3', pale pink to purple daisy like 
flowers appearing in July through 
Sept. on sturdy stalks, large dark 
green leaves, best planted in large 
masses.

perennial Eupatorium 

fistulosum

Joe-Pye Weed 5’, floodplains, moist thickets and 
roadsides, pinkish flowers in late 
summer.

perennial Geranium 

maculatum

Wild Geranium 2’, rich woods and roadsides, rose 
pink flower, spreads in woodlands.

perennial Hemerocallis Daylilies 12"-36", grow best in full sun, long 
linear leaves with large clumps of 
erect flower stems.*NOTE: Daylily is 
on the list of O.D.N.R. list of Invasives

perennial Lobelia 

cardinalis

Cardinal 

Flower

2-7’, wet meadows, ponds & stream 
banks, bright red flower.

perennial Mertensia 

virginica

Virginia 

Bluebells

18"-20" nodding clusters of blue 
flowers in April, grows best in shady 
cool, moist soil.

perennial Monarda 

fistulosa

Wild Bergamot 5’ plant found in open fields & 
roadsides, lavender flowers.

perennial Ratibida pinnata Gray-Headed 

Coneflower

5’ plant for dry fields, yellow flower 
that provides food and cover for birds.

perennial Rudbeckia 

serotina

Black-eyed 

Susan

1-3’ plant found in fields, woods & 
meadows, yellow flower, will grow in 
poor soil.

perennial Sanguinaria 

canadensis

Bloodroot 1’, rich woodlands, white flower, will 
form colonies.

perennial Solidago sp. Goldenrod 3-8’ plants of several varieties with 
yellow flower common to fields and 
roadsides.
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perennial Veronia  sp. Ironweed 3-7’, wet fields or meadows, purple 
late summer flower, effective in 
masses.

shrub Aronia arbutifilia Red 

Chokeberry

7’ , white flower, red fruit, and bright 
red fall color,good in massing .

shrub Clethra alnifolia Summersweet 6’ shade and moisture tolerant, white 
fragrant flower, best in masses in rich, 

shrub Cornus alba 

'Sibirica'

Red Twig 

Dogwood

6'-9' tall, Bright red bark in winter, best 
used in mass plantings, tolerates 
moist to wet soils, sun or partial 

shrub Cornus mas Cornelian 

Cherry

20' tall, large milti-stemmed shrub or 
small tree, rounded shape, clusters of 
small yellow flowers in March, cherry-

shrub Cornus 

racemosa

Gray Dogwood 10'-12' tall,erect, suckering shrub with 
short spreading branches, white 
berries in fall attracts birds,  good for 
naturalizing or screening.

shrub Cornus sericia Red Osier 

Dogwood

7’, small white flowers, white fruits  
and red fall color,and red bark, good 
for massing in wet areas.

shrub Hydrangea 

arborescens

Smooth 

Hydrangea

3'-5' tall and wide, native shrub with 
large white flowers, prefers partial 
shade, fast growth rate.

shrub Ilex verticillata Winterberry 6'-8' deciduous holly, bright red fruit in 
winter attracts birds,  tolerates wet 
soils, male and female required for 

shrub Itea virginica Virginia 

Sweetspire

3'-5' tall, fragrant, white flower in late 
June,  red-purple fall color, good 
naturalizing plant, tolerates wet soil.

shrub Lindera benzoin Spicebush 6'-12' tall, native woodland shrub, 
yellow flowers in spring followed by 
glossy red fruit, yellow fall color, 

shrub Myrica 

pensylvanica

Northern 

Bayberry

5-12’ semi-evergreen plant, dark 
green foliage, gray berries through 
winter, good massing plant.

shrub Rhus aromatica Fragrant 

Sumac

3'-4' tall aromatic foliage, good bank 
cover because of its rapid 
underground growth,  bright red fall 

shrub Sambucus 

canadensis

American 

Elderberry

6-12’ plant, white flower, black fruit. 
Good naturalizing plant for attracting 
birds.

shrub Syringa Lilac 8'-15' high, fragrant flowering shrub,  
typical of rural farm landscapes.
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shrub Viburnum 

cassinoides

Witherrod 

Viburnum

4'-6' tall, native woodland shrub,  
white flower followed by black fruit, 

shrub Viburnum 

dentatum

Arrowwood 

viburnum

6'-10', White, flat-topped flower 
clusters, vigerous grower spreading by 
stolons, arching branching habit.

shrub Viburnum 

dilatatum

Linden 

Viburnum

8'-10' tall, white flowers in late spring, 
shiny red fruit in fall, green leaves turn 
a deep maroon in fall.

shrub Viburnum 

trilobum

American 

Cranberrybush

8'-12' tall, dense round-topped shrub 
with white flowers in May.  Deep red 
foliage in fall with scarlet berries.

shrub/tree Amelanchier 

canadensis

Serviceberry 20'-30' tall, clusters of pure white 
flowers in spring followed by edible 
blueberry like fruit, bright orange to 

tree Acer rubrum Red Maple 50'ht, 40'wide, broad, oval habit, 
bright green leaves in summer 
followed by brilliant red color in fall, 
strong symmetrical branching habit.

tree Acer saccharum Sugar Maple or 

Rock Maple

60'-75' deeply furrowed mature bark, 
fall color ranges from yellow to red, 
upright, oval form.

tree Crataegus 

crusgalli inermis 

or viridis

Crusader 

Hawthorn or 

Winter King 

Hawthorn

15'-20' tall, rounded small tree, 
attractive silver gray bark, attractive 
white flowers followed by red fruit that 
persists into the winter. Specify 
thornless varieties.

tree Fraxinus 

americana

White Ash 45'-60' tall, upright, oval form, deep 
wine-red fall color.  Look for seedless 
varieties.

tree Fraxinus 

pennsylvanica

Green Ash Similar to White ash, fall color ranges 
from yellow to deep red.

tree Liquidambar 

styraciflua

Sweet Gum 40'-60' tall, conical form with corky 
bark, thick, dark green, star shaped 
leaves turn brilliant red in fall.

tree Liriodendron 

tulipifera

Tulip Tree 70'-90' tall, aristocrat of the mature 
forest,  quick growth rate,  requires 
large area, yellow fall color.

tree Magnolia 

virginiana

Sweetbay 

Magnolia

10'-20' tall, woodland understory plant, 
fragrant white flower followed by 
clump of orange fruit in fall.

tree Nyssa sylvatica Black Gum or 

Sour Gum

30'-50' tall, pyramidal shade tree with 
glossy dark green foliage the turns 
shades of orange and red in fall, slow 
to moderat growth, sun to partial 
shade.

tree Ostrya virginina American 

Hophornbeam

20'-40' tall,small native tree, full sun 
or partial shade,  yellow fall color.

tree Platanus 

occidentalis

Sycamore 50' tall, pyramidal tree with exfoliating 
bark,  creamy white bark on mature 
upper branches,  large green maple. 
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tree Quercus alba White Oak 60'-80' majestic tree, dark green 
leaves turning brown to reddish-purple 
in fall.

tree Quercus bicolor Swamp White 

Oak

50'-60' tall, broad rounded head, 
distinctive light brown flaky bark, will 
grow in poor drained, wet soils as well 
as upland sites.

tree Quercus rubra Red Oak 75' tall, 40' wide, quick growing, broad 
headed large tree, rich green turn to 
deep red in fall.

tree Sassafras 

albidum

Common 

Sassafras

30'-60' tall, roots used to make tea,  
stout, contorted branches, new plants 
sprout from roots creating groves.

tree Tillia americana American 

Linden or 

Basswood

60'-80' tall, good native tree to 
reintroduce into the woodland areas, 
durable.

tree Tillia cordata Littleleaf 

Linden

50'-60' tall, shade and street tree, 
strong central leader forms a 
symmetrical pyramid. small, dark 
green leaves.

INVASIVE PLANTS TO AVOID OR REMOVE FROM THE LANDSCAPE

Japanese Honeysuckle
Bush Honeysuckles
Japanese Knotweed
Autumn Olive
Buckthorn
Purple Loosestrife
Garlic Mustard
Multiflora Rose
Common Reed Grass
Narrow-leaved and Hybrid Cattail
Canada Thistle
Common Teasel
European Cranberrybush
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Implementation
Timeline
Establishing a time frame is one of the most
important steps in achieving a goal.  The imple-
mentation of the recommendations of this
Management Plan is critical to the perpetual
success of the Heritage Corridors of Bath.  By
dividing all of the recommendations into vari-
ous time frames makes the quantity of tasks
seem smaller and prioritizes their order of
implementation.  The time frames are as fol-
lows: 6 months, 1 year, 3 years, 5 years, longer
than 5 years, update every year, update every 5
years

Goals to be implemented within 6 months

1. Locally promote the Byway to encourage
existing public support of Township resi-
dents.

2. Establish a dialogue with the County Engi-
neer to be up to date with current county
projects within the Byway and provide input
so that the projects are designed in harmony
with the Byway Management Plan especially
the proposed bridge in Ghent.

3. Publish a promotional calendar or note cards
of the Byway.

4. Join the Ohio Links Group and other Byway
organizations such as Scenic Ohio.

5. Print a promotional brochure with map and
brief historical and scenic descriptions of
the Byway.

6. Install Byway identification signage through
ODOT and County Engineer.

7. Contact local papers to print promotional
stories.

Goals to be implemented within 1 year

1. Coordinate a business association in Ghent

and Hammond's Corners to generate enthusi-
asm and ideas for informal streetscape in these
areas.

2. Start to apply for grants for implementation
of specific projects.

3. Establish a tree, shrub, daylily planting
program along Cleveland-Massillon Road
and other Byway roads.

4. Install decorative street signs along entire
Byway indicating which are Heritage Corri-
dor roads.

5. Remove select vegetation at certain stream
crossings to promote clear views of stream.

6. Install information kiosk at O’Neil Woods
Metro Park.

7. Install landscaping at Bath Township Center
parking lot as example plantings.

8. Screen maintenance facility at R.B. Stout on
Cleveland-Massillon Road.

9. Fix erosion problem at corner of Bath
Elementary School with decorative land-
scaping.

10. Establish mowing and maintenance guide-
lines along road sides.

11. Protect existing trees and vegetation around
new construction by enacting a tree protec-
tion resolution.

12. Establish tree trimming guidelines for utility
companies around overhead wires.

13. Update Zoning Resolution to include Byway
preservation efforts.

14. Provide pull off areas for vehicles in cem-
eteries and parks.

15. Start an Adopt a Highway program to
encourage litter pickup along specific road
sides.

Goals to be implemented within 3 years

1. Create maps at cemeteries locating signifi-
cant grave sites.

2. Build gateway entrance signs for Ghent,
Bath Center and Hammond’s Corners.

3. Buffer the front of all new housing develop-
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ments with native or naturalistic plantings.
4. Build information kiosk of history of mills

in Ghent.
5. Upgrade landscape image  at Garth

Andrew’s, Post Office, FirstMerit Bank and
Holland Oil stations.

6. Collaborate with neighboring byway sys-
tems such as Ohio & Erie Canal Scenic
Byway.

7. Have the Township name the Byway Task
Force as a permanent, ongoing entity, or
establish a position within the Township as
Heritage Corridor administrator (possibly
under the Parks system).  The Task Force
could create its own identity as a not for
profit organization or an arrangement
similar to the Bath Historical Society.

8. Evaluate signs (street, advertising, identifi-
cation) along Byway and remove if unneces-
sary or not in compliance with zoning.

Goals to be implemented within 5 years.

1. Build pull off area with information kiosk in
Ghent describing the history of the mills in
the area. Also at other specific bridge
crossings and significant historical or scenic
areas.

2. Plant native flowering shrubs and wildflow-
ers along hill sides, stream banks and woods
within view shed of Byway.

3. Extend limits of Byway north of Ira Road
along Cleveland-Massillon Road and Ever-
ett Road east of Hametown Road.

4. Build pathways or sidewalks in Ghent, Bath
Center and Hammond’s Corners.

5. Build informal streetscape elements in
Ghent, Bath Center and Hammond’s Cor-
ners.

Goals to be implemented after 5 years.

1. Relocate overhead utility lines under
ground.
2. Reduce truck traffic along Cleveland-
Massillon Road.
3. Connect equestrian riding trails of Bath
Nature Preserve to the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park.
4. Connect walking trails throughout
township.
5. Establish 35 M.P.H. speed limits along
all Byway roads; especially Cleveland-
Massillon Road.
6. Replace guardrails over bridges with more
attractive open style railings.

Goals to be updated every year.

1. Award program for preservation or enhance-
ment of historic structures.

2. Yearly review process with County Engineer
of all county, state or federal road work
along the Heritage Corridors.

3. Write grants for funding.
4. Write letter to ODOT updating them on

progress of the Byway to continue Scenic
Byway status.

Goals to be updated every 5 years.

1. Update Byway Management Plan.
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CONCLUSION

An examination of the findings disclosed by this
study and the development patterns now at work
in the Township leads to several basic and
irrefutable conclusions:

1. Bath Township serves the surrounding area
as a distinctive residential area.

2. Due to the  history of the area, its location in
the greater community, the characteristics of
its physical resources (which includes
topography, open space, wooded areas,
riparian corridors) and the desire of its
residents as expressed in interviews, meet-
ings and conversations conducted by the
task force, the future of the Township must
be planned to protect and enhance these
features.

3. The Township must encourage the growth of
commercial areas in a manner that protects
the historic boundaries and character of the
original three hamlets along the Cleveland-
Massillon corridor. Factors of architectural
scale and style, avoidance of strip mall

developments and other current retail trends,
protection and enhancement of historic
residences, barns and structures, and preser-
vation of the rural landscape image are all
critical to maintaining the special nature of
the Township.

4. Future planning in the Township must
recognize the community responsibility to
minimize, or eliminate, incompatible land
uses while at the same time providing its fair
share of space to satisfy the usual commu-
nity needs. These include, but are not lim-
ited to, schools, churches, recreation areas,
wildlife cover and open space, cemeteries,
and sites for commercial activities inherent
in and essential to community development.

5. The Township must take a more proactive
stance in anticipating commercial and
residential growth and accommodating it in
a way that is compatible with the goal of
preserving the rural Township character. The
Township must resist pressures for un-
planned development but it must also
prepare to accept compromise solutions to
inevitable development proposals that are
dictated by the pressures of urban growth.
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THE CHALLENGE

The character of the Heritage Corridors will be
affected by prospective land uses which are
driven in part by the desire for people to live
and work in Bath. Through the means at its
disposal, including The Comprehensive Plan,
The Bath Township Zoning Resolution, The
Bath Township Design Guidelines, The Appear-
ance Review Commission, Riparian Corridors
Protection Plan, Natural Resources Protection
Plan and Heritage Corridors Management Plan,
the Township officials can impose a character
on the community which is consistent and
compatible with its evolving needs and accept-
able to the residents of the Township.
The responsibility for the successful implemen-

tation of image and environmental preservation
and improvement initiatives will fall on many
groups and individuals. In addition to the groups
listed above, business organizations, The Bath
Historical Society, Bath in Bloom and Bath
Garden Clubs, must all play a role in achieving
the goals of the Management Plan. Finally, the
many citizens of Bath, particularly the property
owners along the corridors, can have perhaps
the most significant impact on the preservation
and enhancement of the scenic quality of the
roads. Both individually and collectively, they
can set an example by the care of their own
properties , and also become informed and
involved about community issues which have an
impact on the Township. To quote the Bath
Township Design Guidelines, “All of Bath
Township’s citizens have a stake in every
development decision made in the Township.”
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Check list of Heritage Corridors Issues for the Appearance Review Commission

The following is a check list of issues for consideration by the Appearance Review Commission. These issues are
presented in no particular order of priority.

1. Is the project within the viewshed (1000 feet) of the Heritage Corridors?

2. Does the project site include historic structures or landscape features?  If yes, what measures are being taken
to preserve and enhance the historic integrity of the structure and what additional measures can be addressed?

3. What is the quality of the existing landscape on a site and does the proposed project take adequate measures
to preserve and protect portions of the existing trees, shrubs and native vegetation?

4. Does the proposed landscaping for the project fit the existing landscape character of the project site and its
surroundings and does it follow recommendations in the Management Plan for landscape character? (see
pages 54-68 of Heritage Corridors of Bath Management Plan)  There should also be a follow up check for
compliance with approved plans.

5. Are there special landscape features (rock outcroppings, wetlands, riparian corridors, wooded hillsides, land-
mark trees, etc.) on the project site and will these features be protected as part of the proposed plan?

6. Are grading changes proposed as part of the project?  If yes, does the grading fit the surrounding landscape
character?

7. Is storm water detention/retention part of the project? If yes will proposed landscaping enhance the detention/
retention area as a natural feature?

8. Is fencing proposed as part of the project? If yes is the fence design appropriate for the setting? If no, what
are appropriate alternative designs? (see page 57 of the Management Plan)

9. Does the proposed project conform to the recommendations of the Bath Township Design Guidelines?

10. Is lighting proposed as part of the project? If yes, what will be the impact of the light on adjacent properties
and is the proposed intensity of the light appropriate for the Heritage Corridors?

11. Are proposed parking, service and storage areas appropriately screened?

12. Is the signage proposed as part of the project? If yes, is the signage design appropriate in scale, location and
design.


