


1962 – BVS met to discuss library 

 Had Bookmobile service as of 1946, but 

could not serve all Bath residents. 

 



Met with Akron Public Library 

 Akron Public Library lacked sufficient 
funds to build new branch in Bath. 

 Population in Bath only at 4,600 
residents in 1960  

 179 Members of Bath Volunteers For 
Service met and decided that they would 
start All Volunteer Library! 



1964 – Plans come together! 

 BVS moves forward with project. 

 Staff consisted entirely of volunteers! 

 Akron Public Library agrees to watch project, 
evaluate after 1 year. 



Creating a Library – No Easy Task! 

 Rented house at 3876 Ira Rd – needed work! 

 BVS Members “put in innumerable back-

breaking hours of cleaning, hammering, 

plastering & painting.  Others sewed cheerful 

curtains. . .and with the help of husbands, put 

up bookshelves and light fixtures.” 



The Community Pitched In Too! 

 Bath Rotary Club: Members painted and 

donated paint 

 Bath Garden Club: Exterior plantings 

 People from the community donated 

books 

 Everybody’s efforts made the new 

community library shine! 



Nobody had library training! 

 Bath 
Volunteers 
learned all 
about library 
procedures 
before library 
opened. 

 Some 
catalogued 
donated books 
well into the 
night in weeks 
before 
opening! 



Flag that flew over the U.S. Capitol 

was donated as well! 



By June 1964, it was finally ready! 





Opened June 8, 1964. 







First year funded mainly through 

Annual BVS Rummage Sale 

 Sold Library Cards for 25 cents apiece – only 

revenue until overdue fines began coming in! 

 No money from Akron Public Library 

 No tax revenue 

 BVS was on its own for fund raising. . . 





Side note – after previous picture shown in 

Akron Beacon Journal, this was sent to Mrs. 

Singer: 









While Bath Volunteers Raised Funds, 

they also kept an event log. 







1st Year a Huge Success 

 In June 1965, after a year of service, the 

library had circulated a total of 2,500 

books.  This was a huge achievement, 

but was dwarfed by the circulation 

figures of the Akron branch libraries. 

 Only 3 months later the Bath Library 

reported a successful summer by 

circulating 1,375 books.   

 Applied for and received tax funding 

 





Akron Public Library 

Assessed Progress 

 As promised, the Akron Public 

Library assessed the progress, 

and was pleased. 

 By 1966, a deal was in place to 

integrate Bath Library as a branch 

of Akron Public Library 

 Bath Library provided books, 

quarters and staff on Sundays. 

 APL provided staff and services. 

 Plans immediately began to build 

new branch. 



 







Size and Circulation Quickly Outgrew 

House on Ira Rd. 

 Actually had to stop adding items to 

collection by 1967. 

 Support beam downstairs split. 

 Books were even kept in bathtub as 

there was no other room! 



Book Barn! 
 Volunteers took a risk: spent $1000 repairing and 

renovating barn in back, removing rummage, rats 
and wasp nests! 

 Risk paid off tremendously! 

 Book Barn opened in 1967 for children Pre-K 
through 5th Grade with materials and story hours. 

 





By 1969, New Branch Was Not 

Yet Ready. . . 

 Needed to find a temporary location until 

branch opened. 

 Ira Road House no longer could bear weight 

of books and patron traffic. 

 A plan was drawn for and agreed upon in 

which Bath Library would move into Bath 

School until new Bath Branch built. 

 





The Plan: 
 Finally in late June 1969, a three way 

agreement between the Bath Library, Bath 
School and Akron Public Library, was reached, 
which was unprecedented in Northeast Ohio. 

 Bath Library would rent the room and conduct 
its usual public service.  The library would serve 
school children by providing weekly class visits 
in the morning when the library was closed to 
the public. 

 Forty-eight tons of books were carefully packed 
and moved to Bath School 

 The combination library opened on July 1, 1969 
and proved to be an overwhelming success.   

 Circulation jumped all the way up to 51,500 
from a collection of 8,000 materials by the end 
of 1970. 

 



McDowell Branch Library 

 Completed December 1971 

 Located across street from Summit Mall 

 Named after long-time board member C. 
Blake McDowell 

 Had 2 floors, and won architectural award in 
1972 

 Remained in service until 2003 when torn 
down 

 Current Fairlawn-Bath Branch Library built in 
its place 




















