
“It’s Not Easy Being Green!”It s Not Easy Being Green!
Kermit the Frog

Bath Township, Summit County, Ohio
Population: 10 000Population: 10,000

Square Mileage: 23 Square Miles
B d t  $12 000 000Budget: $12,000,000



Comprehensive Planning
Funding: General Fund



Heritage Corridors of Bath, 
An Ohio Scenic BywayAn Ohio Scenic Byway

Funding: Scenic Ohio, General Fund



Historic Preservation Committee
Funding: General Fund

National Register of 
Historic Places
Multi Properties Document 



Historic Town Hall Becomes Museum
Funding: Bath Historical Society, Bath Volunteers for Service, Kiwanis, Grange, 

Rotary, Community Development Block Grant, Memberships, Donations



Cemeteries
Funding: Fee for Cemetery Lots

Stones  reused from a collapsed century old bridge



Bath Township Solid Waste DistrictBath Township Solid Waste District
Funding: Fee for Service Includes Recycling

Recycling on the left  trash on the rightRecycling on the left, trash on the right



Project Pride: Annual Roadside Cleanup
Funding: General FundFunding: General Fund, 

Healthy Communities Healthy Youth, Donations



Waste Collection
Funding: Summit/Akron Solid Waste Management AuthorityFunding: Summit/Akron Solid Waste Management Authority,

General Fund



Collection Site for 
Al i C f B d ChildAluminum Cans for Burned Children



Steep Slope (18% or more) 
Zoning ProtectionZoning Protection

Funding: General Fund, Zoning Fees



Rain Barrel Workshop
Sponsored by the Park Board



Yellow Creek is one of the cleanest rivers in the area, it 
is one of the reasons Lake Erie is now “fishable”. 



Clean Water Initiatives 
Using Best Management PracticesUsing Best Management Practices

Funding: Summit Soil and Water Conservation District



Riparian Zonep
Funding: General Fund, Zoning Fees

First Community 
in Ohio to Implement 
75 Foot Zoning Setback



Tree Planting on Township Property 
Funding: $200 leaf from Bath Township Living TreeFunding: $200 leaf from Bath Township Living Tree 



Salt Use on Roads 
Cut in Half through Conservation



Township OfficesTownship Offices

Scanned files to computerp
Permits available online
h dd d l dShredded paper recycled 

Use of recycled paperUse of recycled paper



Drug Drop-off BoxDrug Drop off Box

Provides a safe disposal Provides a safe disposal 
of expired and unused 
drugs.

Prevents medicines from 
t i   t  d entering our streams and 

being ingested by wildlife.

Keeps drugs out of the 
hands of teenagers.g



Builders’ WorkshopBuilders’ WorkshopBuilders  WorkshopBuilders  Workshop

Use best management practices:
Provide erosion and sediment Provide erosion and sediment 
control
Maintain positive surface 
drainagedrainage
Encourage porous surfaces 
Plant native vegetation
Eliminate floodplain fill 
Minimize grading



1997 = 41 acres one park
200 49 f k2007 = 495 acres four parks 



Bath Nature Preserve
Funding: $3.8 Million Bond Issue, Ohio Department of Transportation g p p

Enhancement Grant, Recreation Trail Grant, Park Levy Fund, Clean Ohio 
Conservation Fund, Summit County Grant, U Of Akron Maintenance Fund

411 acres 1998



North Fork Trail
in the Bath Nature Preservein the Bath Nature Preserve

Funding: Ohio Recreational Trails, Park Levy Fund



North Fork Trail Underpass and Bridge
at the Bath Nature Preserveat the Bath Nature Preserve

Funding: Ohio Department of Transportation Enhancement Fund, Park Levy



Restoring Bath Creek 
at the Bath Nature Preserveat the Bath Nature Preserve

Funding: Federal EPA 319 Grant

R t d Fl d Pl i  d M dFormerly straight-line ditch Restored Flood Plain and MeanderFormerly straight line ditch



University of Akron Field Station 
on the Bath Nature Preserveon the Bath Nature Preserve

Funding: University pays $25,000/ yr. for Bath Parks Maintenance



Warm Season Native Grasses 
on the Bath Nature Preserveon the Bath Nature Preserve

Funding: Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) Grant



Bath Baseball Park (8 Fields)
Funding: Northfork Developer Donated Land, NatureWorks Grant, g p

Bettinger Foundation, Bath Park Board, Revere Baseball and Softball 
Assoc., Rotary, Bath Volunteers for Service, Park Levy

26 ½ acres 1998



Wetlands Protected and Vernal Pool Created
at Bath Baseball Parkat Bath Baseball Park

Funding: Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) Grant



Bath Hill Park
Funding: NatureWorks Grant, Inheritance Monies

16 acres 200116 acres 2001

20022002



Bath Community Activity Center
Funding: Park Levy, NatureWorks Grant, Grange, 

R Y h F b ll R Y h SRevere Youth Football, Revere Youth Soccer, 
Bath Volunteers for Service, King Memorial

41 acres 1968



Butterfly GardenButterfly Garden
at the Bath Community Activity Centerat the Bath Community Activity Centerat the Bath Community Activity Center at the Bath Community Activity Center 

Funding:  Bath Alpha Garden ClubFunding:  Bath Alpha Garden Club



CHIEF LOGAN Sculpture from Fallen Red OakCHIEF LOGAN Sculpture from Fallen Red Oak
Funding: Donated by ArtistFunding: Donated by Artistg yg y



Native Plantings / Riparian RestorationNative Plantings / Riparian Restoration
Chi f L T ilh d t th B th C it A ti it C tChi f L T ilh d t th B th C it A ti it C tChief Logan Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity CenterChief Logan Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity Center

Funding: Fee in Lieu of Land Monies Collected from Residential DevelopersFunding: Fee in Lieu of Land Monies Collected from Residential Developers



No Mow GrassNo Mow Grass
C f C CC f C CChief Logan Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity CenterChief Logan Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity Center

Funding: Park LevyFunding: Park Levy

No Mow Grass Buffer of Riparian Corridor

Manicured Lawn Area



Volunteers Planting Rain Gardens Volunteers Planting Rain Gardens 
toto Filter and Slow Waterto to Filter and Slow Water

Chief Log an Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity CenterChief Log an Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity Center
Funding: Merrill Lynch Living Tree Fund Park Levy FundFunding: Merrill Lynch Living Tree Fund Park Levy FundFunding: Merrill Lynch, Living Tree Fund, Park Levy FundFunding: Merrill Lynch, Living Tree Fund, Park Levy Fund



Educational GuidesEducational Guides
Funding : Park Levy FundFunding : Park Levy FundFunding : Park Levy FundFunding : Park Levy Fund



Mutt Mitts Keep the Parks Cleanp
Funding: Park Levy



Bath Township Declared 
A N F i dl C i 200A Nature Friendly Community 2005



Awards for Sustainable PlanningAwards for Sustainable Planning


