“It's Not Easy Being Green!”

Kermit the Frog

Bath Township, Summit County, Ohio
Population: 10,000

Square Mileage: 23 Square Miles
Budget: $12,000,000




Comprehensive Planning

Funding: General Fund

Bath Township
Comprehensive Plan

Movember, 1997

Prepared By:

Fllum, Klagsmeler & Gebhrum Consultanis, Inc.
15 Boulevard, Suite 10
H d , Ohio 44236
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Byway

An Ohio Scenic
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Funding: Scenic Ohio, General Fund




Historic Preservation Committee

Funding: General Fund

+ National Register of |
Historic Places

¢ Multi Properties Document




Historic Town Hall Becomes Museum

Funding: Bath Historical Society, Bath Volunteers for Service, Kiwanis, Grange,
Rotary, Community Development Block Grant, Memberships, Donations
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Cemeter

Funding:
€® Stones reused from a collapsed century old bridge




Bath Township Solid Waste District

Funding: Fee for Service Includes Recycling

¢ Recycling on the left, trash on the right

e 3l I - 4
i PRl > *; e i 1
s s ] I-\" .' - !
.l 4 - ]
- : - - g
— - -




Project Pride: Annual Roadside Cleanup

Funding: General Fund,
Healthy Communities Healthy Youth, Donations




Waste Collection

Funding: Summit/Akron Solid Waste Management Authority,
General Fund




Collection Site for
Aluminum Cans for Burned Children
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Fees
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Rain Barrel Workshop
Sponsored by the Park Board




Yellow Creek is one of the cleanest rivers in the area, it
IS one of the reasons Lake Erie is now “fishable”.

Yellow Creek
Watershed




Clean Water Initiatives

Using Best Management Practices
Fundlingl: ”Sumi iI n ae Conrvation D

Living in"Hakrmony
with Your Backyard Stream




Riparian Zone

Funding: General Fund, Zoning Fees

Riparian Buffers . A

¢ First Community
In Ohio to Implement
/5 Foot Zoning Setback




Tree Planting on Township Property
Funding: $200 leaf from Bath Township Living Tree
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Salt Use on Roads
Cut in Half through Conservation




Township Offices
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Drug Drop-off Box

»Provides a safe disposal
of expired and unused
drugs.

»Prevents medicines from
entering our streams and
being ingested by wildlife.

| »Keeps drugs out of the
hands of teenagers.




Builders’ Workshop




1997 = 41 acres one park
2007 = 495 acres four parks




Bath Nature Preserve

Funding: $3.8 Million Bond Issue, Ohio Department of Transportation
Enhancement Grant, Recreation Trail Grant, Park Levy Fund, Clean Ohio
Conservation Fund, Summit County Grant, U Of Akron Maintenance Fund
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¢ 411 acres 1998




North Fork Trall
the Bath Nature Preserve
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North Fork Trail Underpass and Bridge

at the Bath Nature Preserve
Funding: Ohio Department of Transportation Enhancement Fund, Park Levy




Restoring Bath Creek

at the Bath Nature Preserve
Funding: Federal EPA 319 Grant

Formerly straight-line ditch

_ Restored Flood Plain and Meander
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University of Akron Field Station
on the Bath Nature Preserve

Funding: University pays $25,000/ yr. for Bath Parks Maintenance




Warm Season Native Grasses

on the Bath Nature Preserve
Funding: Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) Grant




Bath Baseball Park (8 Fields)

Funding: Northfork Developer Donated Land, NatureWorks Grant,
Bettinger Foundation, Bath Park Board, Revere Baseball and Softball
Assoc., Rotary, Bath Volunteers for Service, Park Levy

¢26 2 acres 1998




Wetlands Protected and Vernal Pool Created
at Bath Baseball Park

Funding: Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) Grant
T jT':fm,."- j i




Bath Hill Park

Funding: NatureWorks Grant, Inheritance Monies

¢16 acres 2001
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Barh Hﬂf Park




Bath Community Activity Center

Funding: Park Levy, NatureWorks Grant, Grange,
Revere Youth Football, Revere Youth Soccer,
Bath Volunteers for Service, King Memorial

¢41 acres 1968




Butterfly Garden

at the Bath Community Activity Center
Funding: Bath Alpha Garden Club




CHIEF LOGAN Sculpture from Fallen Red Oak
Funding: Donated by Artist




Native Plantings / Riparian Restoration

Chief Logan Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity Center
Funding: Fee in Lieu of Land Monies Collected from Residential Developers




No Mow Grass

Chief Logan Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity Center
Funding: Park Levy
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No Mow Grass Buffer of Riparian Corridor
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Manicured Lawn Area




Volunteers Planting Rain Gardens
to Filter and Slow Water

Chief Log an Trailhead at the Bath Community Activity Center
Funding: Merrill Lynch, Living Tree Fund, Park Levy Fund




Educational Guides

Funding : Park Levy Fund

Rain Gardens

Rain gardens are designed 1o capture raimwaler. They are

located n depressions and planted with vegetation selected

to tolerate bath wet and dry conditions. They mamic natural

processes by allowing rainwalter to soak into the ground of

evaporate, rather than running directly and rapidly into nearby

creeks and sireams. st i o i

Runof " LT Bl el e :
In the park Banefits of Rain Gardens Clavland =

In 2005 the need for additional parking at the traithead nextto  Decreased fiooding and erosion.  Flooding and erosion ocour mtmm‘:::? 3 .
the entrance to Bath Communiy Activity Center Park became  when a large volume of rainwater overloads creeks and R s'dlﬂi ideal o catch runal from rocs
apparent. However, adding impensous surfaces, such as sireams. By delaying raimsater runoff, rain gardens reduce umw ays M:;u-uruquud ] hwm;d un:;m
parking lots, ncreases erosion and risk of flooding. Rainvwater tha rigk of flooding and erosion, 2 lantngs species

runs off parking lot surfaces very quickly and this runcff i e ¥ haca b= R .
s the load n nearby streams Cleaner water Rain gardens filler water runoff. After soaking  the beauty of a garden, with flowers that atiract
After considerable research Mike Rorar, park adminisrator, | Hhrough the soil, water leaving the rain garden is dramatically iy b peb g e
decided to incorporate two rain gardens into the site design cleaner than the water that enters it. This means that scological Banafity in halping 1o keep our steams
far the new parkong area. In 2007 the site was contoured to  sireams, such as our own Yellow Creek will be cleaner. Rain Iovaitiyy arei our E—

gardens may also help to replenish ground water supples.

reate rainvwatar toward twa new rain gardens. The rain

gardens were designed by John Vittum

Rain garden basing were constructed with 8 sand / soil mix 1o D9aUly and habital. Fiain gardens are heavily planted,

provide a good home for plants and to allow water to soak intg [YRICally with a variety of native species. These plants add
the greund. Overfiow pipes were installed to provent damage 023Uty 10 our environment and provide habitat to wild life.

ta the rain gardens during heavy rairs. Once established, rain gandens require relatively little

Firally, the rain gardens were planted with native species maintenance.

selcled for water folerance and the sun fshade balance 88 s paearifonsl Rain gardens retain water for no more than a
few days. Because mosquitoes require standing water for at
least T days to complete their life cycle, rain gardens do not

Burr Sedge
Tussock Sedge
Fax Sedge

Sweat Black-eyed Susan

Wild Iris
Tarrey's Rush

Red Cardnal Flawer
Great Blue Lobelia
Brome Hummock Sedge
Spreading Oval Sedge
Lady Fern

Sensitres Farn

harbor mosquitoes.

snds
guvends g

LTI
Ulow cre®

How to learn more
An excellent Rain Garden Manual for
Homeowners is available from the Geauga
Soil and Water Conservation District at

ol COimif

More information about rain gardens and links
o other sources can be found on the Friends
of Yellow Cresk websile at
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Mutt Mitts Keep the Parks Clean

Funding: Park Levy




Bath Township Declared
A Nature Friendly Community 2005

/ Nature-Friendly ::

Communities s
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Christopher Duerksen & Cara Snyaer




Awards for Sustainable Planning
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